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NEWS

THE SEVENTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OF EINSTEIN’S
VISIT TO BARCELONA

Onthe 17 and 19 November 1998 two events were celebrat-
ed to mark the 75" anniversary of Albert Einstein’s visit to
Barcelona. The acts were organised by the Catalan Society
of Physics in conjunction with the Catalan Society of the
History of Science and Technology (who said that any col-
laboration at the human level between both societies was
impossible, on the contrary!).

As is well known Einstein gave a series of conferences in
Barcelona between February and March 1923, as part of the
Courses of Higher Education and Exchange organised by
the Catalan Government, the Mancomunitat. Apart from the
great honour of receiving one of the most important figures
in the history of science, the impact this visit was to have was
remarkable in many aspects (see the article describing
Einstein’s reception in the Revista de Fisica, second semes-
ter 1998).

The commemorative acts began on the 17 November in
the Science Museum of the «La Caixa» Foundation. That
day history took centre stage: Karl von Meyenn, currently
working at the University of Munich, gave a paper entitled
«Albert Einstein and modern historiography», in which he
discussed the historical and commemorative studies that
have the physicist as their central figure - virtually countless
and still appearing! The complete works of Einstein, includ-
ing his manuscripts and letters, are being published in their
original language and in their English translation, thanks to
sponsorship from several international foundations. At the
same event Luis Navarro Veguillas, from the University of
Barcelona, presented some reflections on «Aspects of cre-
ativity in Einstein». Einstein’s thinking and his intellectual de-
velopment were analysed in the paper as a means of illus-
trating the role of creativity in modern science.

The second act took place on Thursday 19 November in
the Prat de la Riba Hall in the Institute for Catalan Studies.
Here the papers fell into two categories. First, Thomas F.
Glick, from the University of Boston, spoke about «Einstein’s
public person: between physics and cultural politics»,
based on Einstein’s visit to Barcelona in 1923. After this,
there were two papers discussing the theory of relativity to-
day: the first speaker was Josep Llosa, from the University of
Barcelona, whose paper was entitled «Special relativity: ac-
cumulated evidence and its current state», followed by José
Martin Senovilla, from the same university, who gave a paper

entitled «General relativity and the birth of scientific cosmol-
ogy». Both contributions stressed the continuing validity of
Einstein’s thinking, the support it receives from observations
and, at the same time, the stimulating nature of his charac-
ter, which generates new theories, and new visions of the
physics of the world. .

These brief descriptions perhaps give little indication of
the interest shown in the two sessions. However, both events
received the full backing of the public: the lecture theatre in
the Science Museum was full; while the Prat de la Riba hall
was overflowing. And this without those attending being
aware that the organisers would be handing out a leaflet en-
titted: Einstein in Catalan. The three famous articles from
1905 published to mark the 75" anniversary of Einstein’s vis-
it to Barcelona. Ed. Revista de Fisica, Barcelona 1998. The
leaflet was distributed to the members of the Catalan Society
of Physics and the Catalan Society of the History of Science
and Technology and contains the first Catalan versions of
three seminal articles: the first explains the photoelectric ef-
fect and outlines a particle theory of light; the second ex-
plains Brownian motion and is proof of the atomicity of mat-
ter; and the third is the article that lays down the foundations
of the special theory of relativity, a true classic in contempo-
rary physics.

Commemorations might be criticised for their somewhat
opportunist, perhaps even, arbitrary manipulation of the past
and what is being commemorated. Yet we should not forget
that above all commemorations represent the present in that
we use such moments in history to express our collective
spirit. We need to consider carefully why it is that Albert
Einstein fascinates us so. But this is another story...

Antoni Roca Rosell

NEW MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUT
D’ESTUDIS CATALANS

Section of Science and Technology

Damia Barcel¢ i Cullerés

Born at Menarguens (Noguera, Catalonia) in 1954. He re-
ceived a doctorate in Analytical Chemistry from the
University of Barcelona in 1984 for a thesis on the use of
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porous polymers in gas chromatography and their applica-
tion to the determination of volatile compounds. He was as-
sistant lecturer at the Department of Analytical Chemistry of
the University of Barcelona from 1982 to 1986, and furthered
his studies at the Department of Analytical Chemistry of the
Free University of Amsterdam in 1985 and 1986.
Subsequently he joined the Higher Council of Scientific
Research (Consell Superior d’'Investigacions Cientifiques —
CSIC), where he has been a researcher-lecturer at their
Barcelona Research and Development Centre (CID — CSIC)
since 1992, He was an associate professor in the
Department of Hydrology in the Pharmacy Faculty of the
University of Oporto (European Union Praxis Programme)
from 1995 to 1997.

He is editor of the prestigious collection of analytical
chemistry Wilson and Wilson Comprehensive Analytical
Chemistry (Amsterdam). He is also associate editor of the
journals Trends in Analytical Chemistry (Amsterdam) and
Analysis (Paris), and associate editor for Europe of Current
Protocols in Field Analytical Chemistry (New York). He is a
member of the editorial board of several scientific journals,
such as Quimica Analitica (Barcelona), International Journal
of Environmental Analytical Chemistry (London), Journal
Mass Spectrometry (United Kingdom) and Journal of
Chromatography Series A (Amsterdam).

He has published over two hundred scientific experimen-
tal research articles, one hundred and seventy-four of which
were published in non-Spanish magazines, and twenty-five
book chapters. He has also edited and co-authored various
books. Recent bibliometric studies consider him the most in-
ternationally cited Catalan chemist of recent years.

His research work is in the field of environmental chem-
istry. lts general aim is to solve environmental problems
through the development of systems of measurement.

The basic research of the group he directs at the
Department of Analytical Chemistry of the CID-CSIC at
Barcelona focuses on developing new analytical methodolo-
gies to determine organic compounds in the aquatic ele-
ment, with special emphasis on the influence of the different
water matrices, the transformation of contaminating organic
compounds, and the formation of the corresponding
metabolites, which are often unknown. Along these lines the
group has developed methods to pre-treat samples based
on new absorbents, systems of pre-concentration, of post-
column and of derivatisation for liquid chromatography, and
mass spectrometry detection with different interfaces such
as thermospraying and chemical ionisation at atmospheric
pressure. In recent years immunoassay or ELISA techniques
have been introduced.

The group of Damia Barceld is one of the pioneers in envi-
ronmental applications, the use of chromatographic tech-
nigues and the determination of new analytes in water. The
group he directs is one of the most advanced in Europe in the
analysis and transformation of pesticides and their degrada-
tion products in water, as well as in the general determination
of polar organic compounds in industrial effluents.

He has been a member of the Governing Council of the

Chemistry Section of the Catalan Society of Physical,
Chemical and Mathematical Sciences, and was Publishing
Director from 1982 to 1988 of this society affiliated to the
Institute for Catalan Studies (IEC). He has been a member of
the Council of the Catalan Society for Physics and editorial
secretary of the Science Division of the IEC. For many years
he was joint organiser of the Scientific Workshops of the
Affiliated Societies of the IEC (Physics, Chemistry) at the
Catalan Summer University at Prada de Conflent.

Section of Biological Sciences

Lluis Garcia i Sevilla

Born in Valencia in 1944, he graduated in Medicine in 1969.
He is a recognised authority in the field of behavioural sci-
ence, within which he has worked on questions that range
from Psychophysiology and Psychopharmacology to the
study of Sociopathologies, Ethotherapy, the experimental
model of the personality and conduct modification tech-
niques.

In 1971, as assistant teacher in practicals, he began his
uninterrupted teaching and research activity in the
Department of Psychology and Psychiatry of the
Autonomous University of Barcelona, where later he was en-
trusted with the more biological subjects: psychophysiology
and medical psychology. He then set up the Laboratory on
Conduct, which was for a long time the only basic research
laboratory in its field in Spain.

From the 1975-76 academic year he was in charge of
teaching medical psychology in the Department of
Psychiatry of Professor Obiols. Back at the Autonomous
University in 1980, he became Head of Department and then
Head of the Division of Medical Psychology. At present he is
full Professor of Medical Psychology in the Department of
Psychiatry and Forensic Medicine.

In the different posts of responsibility he has held, he has
given an example of accurate critical rigour and absolute in-
dependence, qualities which have led him to genuine new
areas of scientific endeavour, both in research and teaching.

He has managed to surround himself with a restless and
inquiring team, in which a large number of disciples have
been trained. He has directed fifteen degree dissertations
and twelve doctoral theses, and has published over one
hundred papers in Catalan, European and American jour-
nals.

The prestige of Garcia i Sevilla has led to his nominations
as adviser to the Recruitment Department of the Erizainiza
(Basque police) and consultant to the Selection Panel of the
Citizens’ Safety Directorate of the Generalitat of Catalonia.

He took active part in the resolutions in the area of re-
search of the Congress of Catalan Culture (1977), presented
research proposals to the Ill Catalan University Congress
(1978), and presented four contributions to the |l
International Congress on the Catalan Language (1986). He
was active — with presentation of papers —in both the twelfth
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Congress of Catalan-speaking Physicians and Biologists
(Benicassim and Castelld, 1984) and its fifteenth Congress
(Lleida, 1996).

In 1976 he won the Marti i Julia Prize of the IEC for his
Analisi de la psicoanalisi (Analysis of Psychoanalysis); and
in 1978 he received the Maria Aguilé Prize, also from the
IEC, for the study undertaken jointly with Adriana Garau,
Vocabulari de la psicologia del condicionament i de I'apre-
nentatge (Vocabulary of psychology, conditioning and
learning). The Spanish Society of Psychology awarded him
the Borras Prize in 1982, and the Catalan Society of
Behaviour Research and Therapy awarded him the Pavlov
Prize for his scientific achievement in 1993. In addition, Obra
Cultural Balear awarded him the Gabriel Alomar Prize in
1987 for his book Mallorca, ara.

In 1994 he set up, under the name Sus, Balears!, a debat-
ing forum that brings together the most significant commit-
ted intellectuals. Its purpose is to awake and stimulate in the
Islands the feeling of belonging to a specific nation.

Francesc Asensi i Botet

Born in Benifallé (Ribera Alta, Valencia) in 1939. He studied
school certificate at Xativa and graduated in Medicine from
Valencia in 1962. He obtained the specialist qualification of
the Professional School of Paediatrics and Puericulture, also
in Valencia, in 1964.

He studied on a fellowship at the Bavarian University of
Wdrzburg, where from 1964 to 1966 he furthered his stud-
ies and researched his doctoral thesis, with which he ob-
tained in 1967 the grade of excellent cum laude. Later he
returned to Germany and worked at the Kinderzentrum in
Munich.

At present he is Head of the section of Infectious and
Contagious Diseases at the La Fe Children’s Hospital in
Valencia and is Associate Professor of Paediatrics at the
University Faculty in Valencia, where he has directed two
degree dissertations and two doctoral theses. As visiting
Professor, he has given classes at the Ukrainian Society of
Paediatric Research, the Latin American Society for the
study of paediatric infectious diseases (at Acapulco) and
the Mexican Association for the study of paediatric infec-
tious diseases.

He is a member of various international societies in his
field and has published over eighty research papers in
European and American journals.

In addition to his dedication to paediatrics, Asensi stud-
ied language and literature under the direction of the poet
and grammatician Carles Salvador and obtained the qualifi-
cation of teacher of the Valencian language. He also studied
primary school teaching and obtained the extraordinary
end-of-course prize. He holds the qualification of Primary
Teacher. He has taught at the Summer School of the Pais
Valencia (Land of Valencia) for primary school teachers.

He has been a consistent contributor to the scientific and
technical journal Sad, which awarded him the Josep Espasa
Prize for his study on Aspectes etics de les actituds person-
als davant la quiestié nacional (Ethical aspects of personal

attitudes during the national question). For many years he
was editorial secretary of the Humanities journal Folia
Humanistica.

He has worked and published on social and cultural
themes in medicine and science, such as sectorialisation
and respect for the country, the scientist’s social commit-
ment, or the relationship between medicine and justice. He
has also delved into questions of the history of medicine and
scientific thought, such as the sociological aspects of the
work of Lluis Vives or Islamic Science in the Land of Valencia
in the XI and XlI centuries.

He has assisted in the compilation of the Diccionari enci-
clopedic de medicina (Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Medi-
cine) by contributions on Valencian, Northern and Southern
dialect variations. In addition, his has been the voice that
has kept alive, with biographical notes, the memory of vari-
ous cultural figures such as Josep Rodrigo, the founder of
Valencia’s Museum of Palaeontology, the writer Marti
Dominguez or key physicians such as César Sainz or Jordi
Gol. Since 1976, when the Congress of Catalan-speaking
Physicians and Biologists was resumed, he has taken part
in every Congress and was the Vice-president of the
twelfth.

He is a founder member of Accié Cultural del Pais
Valencia (Cultural Action of the Land of Valencia) and mem-
ber of the Board of trustees of the Ausias March Foundation
and Alsina i Bofill Foundation. He has been a member of the
editorial board of the collection Monografies Mediques
(Medical Monographs) and contributed actively to setting up
the Health Structure Area of the Congress of Catalan Culture.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

3rd European Congress of Mathematics

Barcelona, July 10-14, 2000
Shaping the 21st Century

The 3ecm is organised by the Societat Catalana de
Matematiques, under the auspices of the European
Mathematical Society. The European Mathematical Society
(EMS) was founded in 1990. The Societat Catalana de
Matematiques (SCM) became a corporate member on July
4, 1992. In December 1994, the SCM made a bid for the or-
ganisation of the Third European Congress of Mathematics
(Becm) in the year 2000 in Barcelona. Other bids were sub-
mitted by Brighton, Copenhagen, and Torino. The EMS
Council selected Barcelona in its meeting of July 21, 1996, in
Budapest, by a large majority of votes.

The Executive Committee of the 3ecm was nominated by
the Board of the SCM. It consists of six members; the
President is Sebastia Xambé Descamps. The Organising
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Committee has 16 members, representing the Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona, the Universitat de Barcelona, the
Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya, and the Universitat
Pompeu Fabra. The body which is responsible for the organ-
isation of the 3ecm is the Associacio Tercer Congrés
Europeu de Matematiques, a non-profit association located
in the Institut d’Estudis Catalans.

The European Congress of Mathematics (ECM) is held
every fourth year, under the auspices of the European
Mathematical Society. The First ECM took place in Paris in
1992; the Second ECM was in Budapest in 1996; the Third
ECM will take place in Barcelona, from July 10 to 14, 2000.
More than 1,500 participants are expected.

The year 2000 was nominated World Mathematical Year
by UNESCO. This fact will reinforce the role of the Congress
and will help to launch a broad campaign for the popularisa-
tion of mathematics.

BARCELONA

' 3rd Furopean Congrés_s '
of Mathematics

Barcelona, July 10 to 14, 2000

organi ne Societat Catalana de Maten
under the auspices of the European Mathematica

» Robbert Dijigranf
(Uni

Plenary Lectures

Robbert Dijkgraaf (Amsterdam)

Hans Follmer (Humboldt-Universitat, Berlin)
Hendrik W. Lenstra, Jr. (Berkeley and Leiden)
Yuri . Manin (MPI, Bonn)

Yves Meyer (ENS Cachan)

Carles Sim6 (Barcelona)

Marie-France Vignéras (Paris 7)

Oleg Viro (Uppsala and St. Petersburg)
Andrew J. Wiles (Princeton)

Parallel Lectures

Rudolf Ahlswede (Bielefeld)

Frangois Baccelli (INRIA and ENS Paris)

Volker Bach (Mainz)

Viviane Baladi (Paris-Sud XI)

Joaquim Bruna (UAB, Bellaterra)

Xavier Cabré (UPC, Barcelona)

Peter J. Cameron (Queen Mary and Westfield College,
London)

Ciro Ciliberto (Tor Vergata, Roma)

Zoé Chatzidakis (CNRS and Paris 7)

Gianni Dal Maso (SISSA, Trieste)

Jan Denef (KU Leuven)

Barbara Fantechi (Udine)

Alexander B. Givental (Berkeley and Caltech)
Alexander Goncharov (Brown)

Alexander Grigor'yan (Imperial College, London)
Michael Harris (Paris 7)

Kurt Johansson (KTH, Stockholm)

Konstantin M. Khanin (Heriot-Watt, Edinburgh, Isaac Newton
Institute, Cambridge, and Landau Institute, Moscow)
Pekka Koskela (Jyvaskyla)

Steffen L. Lauritzen (Aalborg)

Gilles Lebeau (Ecole Polytechnique, Palaiseau)
Nicholas S. Manton (Cambridge)

leke Moerdijk (Utrecht)

Eric M. Opdam (Leiden)

Thomas Peternell (Bayreuth)

Alexander Reznikov (Durham)

Henrik Schlichtkrull (Kgbenhavns)

Bernhard Schmidt (Augsburg)

Klaus Schmidt (Wien)

Balint Téth (TU Budapest)

Mini-Symposia

Computer Algebra. Chair: Wolfram Decker (Universitat des
Saarlandes). Speakers: Gert-Martin Greuel (Kaiserslautern),
Manuel Bronstein (INRIA, Sophia Antipolis), Erich Kaltofen
(North Carolina State), Hendrik W. Lenstra, Jr. (Berkeley and
Leiden).

Curves over Finite Fields and Codes. Chair: Gerard van der
Geer (Amsterdam). Speakers: Kristin Lauter (Michigan, Ann
Arbor), Christian Maire (Bordeaux [), Ruud Pellikaan
(Technische Universiteit Eindhoven), Henning Stichtenoth
(Essen), Chaoping Xing (Singapore).

Free Boundary Problems. Chair: José Francisco Rodrigues
(Lisboa). Speakers: Giovanni Bellettini (Tor Vergata, Roma),
Klaus Deckelnick (Sussex), Irina V. Denisova (Russian
Academy of Sciences), Josephus Hulshof (Leiden), Régis
Monneau (CERMICS and Ecole Nationale des Ponts et
Chaussées, Marne-la-Vallée), Henrik Shahgholian (KTH,
Stockholm), José Miguel Urbano (Coimbra).

Mathematical Finance: Theory and Practice. Chair: Hélyette
Geman (Paris IX and ESSEC). Speakers: Tomas Bjork (Stock-
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holm School of Economics), Ernst Eberlein (Freiburg), Dilip
Madan (Maryland), Stanley R. Pliska (University of lllinois at
Chicago), Ton Vorst (Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam).

Mathematics in Modern Genetics. Chair: Peter Donnelly
(Oxford). Speakers: David Balding (Reading), Augustine
Kong (Decode Genetics, Reykjavik), Simon Tavaré
(Southern California).

Quantum Chaology. Chair: Sir Michael Berry (Bristol).
Speakers: Eugene Bogomolny (CNRS, Orsay), Monique
Combescure (Paris-Sud  Xl), Alex Eskin (Chicago),
Christopher Howls (Southampton), Jonathan Keating
(Bristol), Jens Marklof (IHES and Princeton), Zeév Rudnick
(Tel Aviv), André Voros (CENS, Saclay).

Quantum Computing. Chair: Sandu Popescu (Cambridge).
Speakers: Richard Cleve (Calgary), Artur Ekert (Oxford).

String Theory and M-Theory. Chair: Michael R. Douglas
(Rutgers). Speakers: Duiliu-Emanuel Diaconescu (Institute
for Advanced Study), Chris M. Hull (Queen Mary and
Westfield College, London), J. M. F. Labastida (Santiago),
Marcos Marifio (Yale), Nikita Nekrassov (Institute of
Theoretical and Experimental Physics, Moscow), Angel M.
Uranga (CERN, Geneve).

Symplectic and Contact Geometry and Hamiltonian
Dynamics. Chair: Mikhail B. Sevryuk (Russian Academy of
Sciences). Speakers: Paul Biran (Tel Aviv), Hansjoérg Geiges
(Leiden), Viktor L. Ginzburg (California, Santa Cruz), Alberto
Ibort (Complutense de Madrid), Angel Jorba (Barcelona),
Dietmar Salamon (ETH Zurich), Vladimir M. Zakalyukin
(Moscow Aviation Institute).

Wavelet Applications in Signal Processing. Chair: Andrew T.
Walden (London). Speakers: Richard G. Baraniuk (Rice),
Peter Craigmile (Washington), Patrick Flandrin (ENS Lyon),
Vasily Strela (Drexel).

Round Tables

Building Networks of Cooperation in Mathematics.
Moderator: Friedrich Hirzebruch (Max-Planck-Institut far
Mathematik, Bonn).

How to Increase Public Awareness of Mathematics.
Mathematics Teaching at the Tertiary Level. Moderator:
Vladimir Tikhomirov (Moscow State University).

Shaping the 21st Century. Moderator: Miguel de Guzmén
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid).

The Impact of Mathematical Research on Industry and
Viceversa. Moderator: Irene Fonseca (Carnegie Mellon
University, Pittsburgh).

The Impact of New Technologies on Mathematical
Research. Moderator: Rafael de la Llave (University of
Austin).

What is Mathematics Today? Moderator: Zbigniew
Semadeni (Uniwersytet Warszawski).

Scientific Committee

Vladimir I. Arnold, Sir Michael F. Atiyah (Chair), Robert Azen-
cott, Fabrizio Catanese, lldefonso Diaz, Antti Kupiainen, Jack
van Lint, Colette Moeglin, A. F. M. Smith, Johannes Sjostrand,
Domokos Szasz, Stanislaw L. Woronowicz, Don Zagier.

Organising Committee

Llufs Alseda, Jaume Amords, Carles Broto, Maria J. Carro,
Carles Casacuberta, Teresa Crespo, Julia Cufi, Josep M.
Font, Gabor Lugosi, Rosa M. Miré-Roig, Jaume Moncasi,
Antoni Montes, Joaquin M. Ortega, August Palanques-
Mestre_, Antoni Ras, Jordi Saludes, Marta Sanz-Solé, Oriol
Serra, Frederic Utzet, Marta Valencia, Joan Verdera,
Sebastia Xambod-Descamps (Chair), Santiago Zarzuela.

Contact Addresses

Societat Catalana de Matematiques, Institut d’Estudis
Catalans. Carrer del Carme, 47. 08001 Barcelona, Catalonia
(Spain). Tel. 3493 270 16 20. Fax: 3493 270 11 80

Email: 3ecm@iec.es

http://www.iec.es/3ecm/ or also http://www.si.upc.es/3ecm/

Geofluids il
Third international conference on fluid evolution, migra-
tion and interaction
in sedimentary basins and orogenic belts

July 12-14 2000
University Campus, Barcelona, Catalonia

GEOFLUIDS 11l * 2000 aims to bring together academic re-
searchers and industrial geoscientists from the hydrocar-
bons, minerals and groundwater industries, to promote
cross-fertilisation of concepts an ideas, and to highligh com-
mon themes associated with fluid processes in the Earth’s
crust - particularly with relevance to the formation and ex-
ploitation of economic resources.

The conference will consist of oral and poster sessions, pre-
meeting short cources, a special symposium, and post-
meeting field excursions.

Conference information

Geofluids lll * 2000 is being jointly convened by the Institut of
Earth Sciences (CSIC-Barcelona), Faculty of Geology,
University of Barcelona, Department of Geotechnical
Engineering and Geosciences (Technical University of
Catalonia), and Department of Geology (Autonomous
University of Barcelona), and organised with support from
the Faculty of Geology of University Complutense Madrid,
Universidad de Granada and University of Aberdeen.

Conference secretariat

Institut de Ciencies de la Terra, Lluis Solé i Sabaris, s/n.
08028 Barcelona, Catalonia (Spain). Tel. 34 93 4095410.
Fax: 3493 4110012
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Email: geofluids@natura.geo.ub.es
http://www.ub.es/geoquimi/geofluids.htm

10th International Symposium on Phototrophic
Prokaryotes
ISPP2000

August 26-31, 2000
Barcelona, Catalonia

The 10th International Symposium on Phototrofic Prokariotes
(ISPP2000) is a good opportunity to analize the advance-
ments made in the study of phototrofic prokariotes over the
last twenty seven years.

Organized by

Spanish Society for Microbiology, Catalan Society of Biology
With the collaboration of University of Barcelona
Autonomous University of Barcelona, University of Girona,

Spanish Ministry for Education and Research: CICYT and
DGICYT, and Catalan Commission for Universities and
Research (CUR).

Symposium official adress

ISPP2000 Secretariat. Apartat 16009. 08080 Barcelona,
Catalonia (Spain). Tel. 34 93 4482373. Fax: 34 93 3341079.
Email: ispp@ubxlab.com

http://www.ubxlab.com/ispp2000

15th international Mass
Spectrometry Conference
(15th IMSC)

27 August - 1st September, 2000
Barcelona, Catalonia

Farcelona

] th
International Mass
Spectrometry
Conference

27 August-1st September

2000

Barcelona, Spain

Held under the auspices of the International Mass
Spectrometry Society (IMSC) and the Sociedad Espafiola de
Espectrometria de Masas (SEEM).
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Scientific Programme

The Conference program, by way of the plenary and keynote
lectures, contributed and invited orals and posters, will cov-
er all fundamental aspects and applications of Mass
Spectrometry in the fields of Instrumental, Organic,
Inorganic, Biological, Biomedical, Pharmaceutical and
Industrial Mass Spectrometry. The most positive aspects of
the previous successful Barcelona MS Symposia will be im-
plemented, ensuring ample poster space and time for re-
laxed interaction and discussion amongst participants.

General information

Detailed information on abstract submission, registration,
accommodation, etc, will be posted on the conference inter-
net site at: http://www.website.es/15imsc (check it for regu-
lar updates).

Chairman, 15th IMSC
Prof. Emili Gelpf, IIBB-CSIC-IDIBAPS, Barcelona.

Conference secretariat

Ms. Anna Costeja, Palau de Congressos / Departament de
Convencions. Av. Reina Ma. Cristina, s/n. 08004 Barcelona,
Catalonia (Spain). Tel. 34 93 2332377, Fax: 34 93 4262845.
Email: 15imsc@website.es

OTHER EVENTS

BARCELONA

2000/ 06/ 25-29

EUROPEAN RHINOLOGIC SOCIETY
18th Biennial congress

2000/06/27-30

EUROMECH - EUROPEAN MECHANICS SOCIETY
8th European turbulence conference
http://bachelor.upc.es/etc8.html

2000/09/03-08

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR LICHENOLOGY
4th Symposium

Email: triebel@botanik.biologie.uni-muenchen.de

2000/09/11-14

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON COMPUTATIONAL METH-
ODS IN APPLIED SCIENCES

Congress

Email: eccomas2000@etseccpb.upc.es

2000/ 10/05-08

OSTEOARTHRITIS RESEARCH SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL
Workshop

Email: OARSI@dc.sba.com

LLEIDA

2000/ 10-11

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HORTICULTURAL SCI-
ENCE

INTERNATIONAL ORGANITATION FOR BIOLOGICAL
CONTROL OF NOXIOUS ANIMALS AND PLANTS
International symposium on integrated fruit production
Email: avilla@Ileida.irta.es

MALLORCAIIS.

2000/10/14-19

EUROPEAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION / EUROPEAN COM-
MISSION

European research conference on quantum optics

Email: secgen@esf.org

2000/10/21-26

EUROPEAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION / EUROPEAN COM-
MISSION

European reseach conference on high performance fibers:
Fracture of fibers

Email: secgen@esf.org

PALMA DE MALLORCA

2000/10/04-07

EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR VISION AND EYE RE-
SEARCH

Annual international meeting on ophthalmology and vision
Email: ever@med.kuleuven.ac.be

SANT FELIU DE GUIXOLS

2000/9/02-07

EUROPEAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION / EUROPEAN COM-
MISSION

European research conference on inorganic chemistry:
Design and properties of low nuclearity metal complexes,
achievements and challenges of organometallic complexes
in homogeneous catalysis

Email: secgen@esf.org

2000/09/22-27

EUROPEAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION / EUROPEAN COM-
MISSION

European research conference on geometry, analysis and
mathematical physics: Analysis and spectral theory

Email: secgen@esf.org

2000/09/30-10/05

EUROPEAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION / EUROPEAN COM-
MISSION

European research conference on frontiers in particle astro-
physics and cosmology: Frontiers in particle astrophysics
and cosmology

Email: secgen@esf.org
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VALENCIA

2000/10/18-21

EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGICAL ANESTHESIOL-
oGY

6.Congress

Email: turisvalencia@turisvalencia.es

BOOKS

Responses to human cloning

In 1997 and 1998, cloning was the subject most often fea-
tured and headlined in Spanish newspapers However, since
all types of cloning ~whether mad-scientist (R. Seed), foolish
(introducing oral cells into cow's oocytes), farming (artificial
twinning) or industrial (transgenics), and either with embry-
onic stem (ES), germ (EG) or adult cells (with Dolly as a par-
adigm— were similarly treated by the media, it became diffi-
cult for the average citizen to draw conclusions on the
advantages or disadvantages, the dangers, if any, and the
legal and ethical issues involved in each cloning strategy.

In general, the public believes that cloning procedures
are forbidden. However, neither the Spanish Penal Code of
1995 nor the European Protocol signed in Oviedo in 1997
forbid the use of cloning techniques. Fortunately for the ad-
vancement of science, what is banned is the production of
identical individuals, sharing the same nuclear genetic infor-
mation. Had cloning techniques been outlawed, the devel-
opment of recent methods to produce ES cells, with their in-
credible potential for the future of tissue and organ
transplantation would have been impossible.

Taking into account the high degree of sensitivity of west-
ern societies toward these problems, the Institut d’Estudis
Catalans decided to organize, in April 1998, within its pro-
gramme of Jornades Cientifiques, a seminar, open to all
kinds of public, to try to shed some light on the subject of
cloning. The title of the seminar, Responses fo Human
Cloning, clearly indicates the aims of the meeting.

In the first session, internationally renowned experts dis-
cussed the scientific basis of cloning and its possible use in
farming and in human assisted reproduction techniques. Of
especial interest was the discussion on new strategies to
modify the programme of already committed or differentiat-
ed cells. A clear distinction was also established between
non-reproductive (considered as acceptable) and repro-
ductive (in general deemed unacceptable) cloning.

In the next two sessions jurists, ethicists and philosophers
were asked to answer a rather difficult question: what would
be the response from their fields of specialization if it became
known that human cloning had already taken place success-
fully? No doubt, their opinions and thoughts will be most stim-

ulating to all those interested in this controversial subject,
which has awakened so many fears and so many hopes
deep in the heart of our society, still too suspicious of what is
nothing but a further step in science, but is presented to the
public as a dramatic and dangerous development...
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